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Maurice E. Hunt, Tucson, U.S. Army Air 
Corp. A year before Pearl Harbor was 
attacked, Hunt traveled from Oregon 
to Winnipeg, Canada to join the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. Taught how to fl y 
an airplane on the DeHaviland Tiger 
Moth, he subsequently trained to 
fl y the Hurricane single seat fi ghter 
aircraft. He was then transferred to the 
Royal Air Force for combat training at 
Grangemouth, Scotland. He was also 
trained to fl y the Spitfi re while there. 
Assigned to Fighter Squadron 222, he 
was moved about to various airfi elds 
in England. After about 300 hours of 
combat duty, his back was injured 

while parachuting from a burning Spitfi re. He received a medical discharge 
from the Royal Air Force and was returned to his home in Oregon. After nine 
months of recuperation, he joined the U.S. Army Air Corp. He was trained and 
assigned as a gunner on B-17s. The 711th Squadron was assigned to Rattlesden 
Air Field just north of London. After 38 bombing missions, he was returned to 
the U.S.

L.J. Mathis, from Oroville, California,  
who served in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II.

Richard J. “Dick” Brazil served in the 
Pacifi c theater during World War II. He 
was assigned to the USS Mississippi 

SSgt. Paul Reichenbach is an 8-year 
veteran of the United States Air 
Force who served from 1962 to 1970 
when he was honorably discharged. 
During his enlistment he served 
three years at RAF Alconbury in 
Great Britain, at several bases in the 
states, including Dow AFB in Maine, 
Chanute AFB in Illinois and Griffi ss 
AFB in New York. Paul also attended 
Yale University where he studied 
Chinese language. He completed 
a 15-month combat tour in South 
Vietnam where he was awarded the 
Air Force Commendation Medal for 
meritorious service. In Vietnam, 
Paul was on loan to the Army as a helicopter door gunner and served 
as an allied air force air operations liaison non-commissioned offi cer. 
He traveled extensively throughout Vietnam and Thailand. Paul is 
currently president of Chapter 432 of the Vietnam Veterans of America 
serving the Northwest Valley and Phoenix, also preforms duties as the 
secretary-treasurer of the Arizona State Council of Vietnam Veterans 
of America and is a longtime member of the American Legion. Paul is 
today the Drill and Ceremony Master of the Honor Guard of Chapter 432 
Vietnam Veterans of America. Paul resides in Desert Oasis in Northwest 
Surprise and serves veterans in Surprise and across Arizona.

SSgt. Thomas Halder, USMC, Aug. 
1, 1967-July 31, 1971. Stationed at 
HQ FMFPAC, Camp Smith, Hawaii, 
for 3-plus years while traveling to 
Western Pacifi c Marine bases with 
the Inspector General of the Marine 
Corps inspection team as a payroll 
specialist. When not traveling on 
inspection assignments, performed 
NCO duties within the Camp Smith 
payroll offi ce.

Joseph Frank Provateare, Sun City.
Served in the Army during  World 
War II. He was in the infantry and 
received two bronze stars, a victory 
medal, occupation ribbon and two 
purple hearts. He was in the Battle of 
the Bulge.

Avery  Aronovitch, Sun City Grand, 
Surprise. Royal Canadian Air Force,  
(1952-55), 17 years old,  Korean vet.

Joel Cooney, Corporal, USMC, Peoria. 
Served in OIF 1, July 1998 - Aug. 2004.

Dale Bolduc, Sun City, U.S. Army. Drafted 1969 to 1971; 1970 in the Army 
Engineers Vinh Long, Vietnam. He built roads and bridges South of 
Saigon.

Bob Glass, Sun City, US Navy. 
Attended boot camp and "A" School 
in San Diego, California. Served as an 
electrician aboard the USS Howard W. 
Gilmore (AS-16) and the USS America 
(CVA-66).  All from 1963 to 1967.

Scott DeLuzio served in the Connecticut Army National Guard from 2005-11 in 
1/102nd Infantry. DeLuzio served in Afghanistan in 2010 and recently wrote a 
book about his experience about losing his brother, Army National Guard Sgt. 
Steven DeLuzio. Steven was also stationed in Afghanistan at the same time 
as Scott. Scott wrote his book, “Surviving Son,” and was featured on local and 
national news for his book (survivingsonbook.com) and also hosts a podcast 
(driveonpodcast.com) where he interviews veterans and those who support 
veterans and their transitions into civilian life. Scott and his family live in 
Surprise.

Loren Beaumont, Sun City, Army Air 
Corps. During World War II he was part 
of a crew that shuttled VIPs between 
the U.S. and Europe.

The late Terry D. Porter of 
Sun City West, Sergeant, 
US Air Force, 1967-71. First 
stationed at McCord Air 
Force Base in Tacoma, 
Wadhington, Terry was then 
sent to the U.S. air base in 
Da Nang, Vietnam in 1968. 
He worked fi rst in refueling, 
then in base operations, 
at the command post, 
scrambling jets. He attained 
the rank of Sergeant and in 
1969, Terry was decorated 
with the Presidential 
Citation Award as part of 
the 367th Gunfi ghters. He 
fi nished his service at Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base in 
Tucson.
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James Michael Shultz, a 
resident of Sun City West and 
a proud veteran, served in the 
United States Army during 
the Vietnam War. James was 
drafted in 1965 and deployed 
to Vietnam where he served 
with the Military Police. James 
earned the rank of Specialist 
and was awarded the Army 
Commendation Medal for his 
role in the evacuation of a 
local Vietnam village during a 
life threatening fi re.
James was born in 
Pennsylvania and grew up in 
Ohio. He recently celebrated 
his 54th anniversary to his 
wife, Evylyn, has two children, 
Stacy and Paul, and three 
grandchildren, Jordyn, Jake 
and Ryan.

Cmdr. William Ranzinger USN (Ret), with wife Phyllis, lives full time in Sun 
City Grand. Twenty-fi ve years as a naval aviator from 1961 to 1986. Vietnam 
combat tours on USS Kearsarge CVS-33, USS Constellation CV-64 and USS 
Midway CV-41.  Last aircraft was the E2-B Hawkeye. Final tour of duty was an 
assistant command director for NORAD and Space Command in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado.

Stephen Grace, Surprise, Sergeant, 
infantry, 7th Inf. Div. He was 
drafted in May 1967. He bravely 
volunteered to serve as a guard in 
Hawaii and for an embassy guard 
in Paris, but the Army felt he was 
better suited to carrying a rifl e 
and hunting people in a strange, 
far away land. After training at 
Ft. Polk and Ft. Benning, he was 
sent to Korea to help rescue the 
“Pueblo,” a captured U.S. navy 
ship. Alas, on his fi rst patrol into 
the DMZ, they were ambushed. 
He was wounded while playing 
catch with a North Korean hand 
grenade. He was awarded the 
Purple Heart and Bronze Star with 
V for actions that day. He retired 
exactly 18 months after his draft 
day and never looked back.

Colonel (retired) Jim “Grata” Greenwald, Surprise, Air Force/Air Force 
Reserves. Col. Greenwald retired just a few short weeks ago as the 
commander of the 944th Fighter Wing at Luke Air Force Base. He dedicated 
32 years of continuous service to the U.S. in the Air Force and Air Force 
Reserves. He fl ew both the F-16 and the F-35 and deployed eight times 
in defense of the nation. The Greenwald family is exceptionally proud of 
his servant leadership in which he advocated for the improvement of 
conditions for thousands of citizen airmen in the Reserve component. All 
too often, reservists are veterans that go unnoticed for their incredible 
dedication to duty. May this Veterans Day remind all that service takes 
many forms deserving honor and recognition; every contribution a benefi t 
to the total force. “Fly, Fight and Win.”   
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Daniel M. Oxford joined the USAF 
on April 27, 1949 and served for 
25 years and three days before 
retiring May 1, 1974 as SMSgt. 
He served in Iceland, northern 
Canada, Turkey, the Philippines 
and Vietnam. He also served in 
the USA at fi ve different bases. If 
he had it to do over, he said he’d 
do the same.  During the time 
he served at bases overseas, he 
made friends with a lot of people 
from those countries. 

Gary Grant served in the United 
States Navy during the Vietnam War.  
He enlisted in 1969, right before high 
school graduation, as he hoped to 
go to college later with help from 
the GI Bill.  After his training, he was 
assigned to the  USS Charles Berry, 
a Naval destroyer escort ship near 
Pearl Harbor.  His main job was 
radioman, serving in active duty for 
two years, then serving for one and a 
half more years in the Naval Reserve 
in his hometown of Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. He began community 
college the same year he returned 
home and received his degree in 

electrical engineering. Job searching led him to Scottsdale where he moved 
with his wife  in 1978.  He raised his family in Scottsdale and enjoyed a 39-year 
career with Motorola and General Dynamics in Scottsdale.  

Michael L Sweeney preparing for a 
parachute jump in 1956 at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, where he was in the 
325th Airborne Infantry Regiment of 
the U.S. Army 82nd Airborne Division.
As a soldier at Fort Bragg from 1954-
57, he received many awards and 
commendations, including four from 
the commanding general. He was 
selected as Soldier of the Month 
of May, 1956, for the 82nd Airborne 
Division. His highest rank held was 
E-4 Corporal.

Charles Poston just turned 100 years 
old. He was a fi ghter pilot in World 
War II.  He is still in good health, just 
blind as a result of fl ying without 
protective eyewear.  He fl ew 70 
missions supporting the British 
in Burma. He has three sons and 
several grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

Tony Alef, Chief Master Sergeant, 
retired, Sun City, U.S. Air Force.
CMSgt. Tony Alef had a 
tremendous career of 26 years 
in which he was able to have his 
family with him for all but one year 
which he spent in South East Asia.  
He volunteered three different 
times for Minot AFB, North Dakota 
spending almost 16 years there 
with his family.

Capt. Wilfred Edwin Blessing, Sun 
City West, United States Navy pilot. 
Services: March 1941 to June 1974, 
combination active duty and reserve
veteran of World War II and Korea
Born 1923, Santa Barbara, California.
Retired architect FAIA.

Roger Lewis, 26-year U.S. Coast Guard 
veteran. Two Vietnam tours 1968-71. 
Attended three explosive ordnance 
disposal schools given by the U.S. 
Army, the U.S. Marines and the U.S. 
Air Force. Sailed on two ice breakers 
doing operations in the Arctic and 
Antarctic as the on site explosives and 
ice demolition expert. At the end of 
his career, he prepped the West Coast 
High Endurance Cutters to have the 
weapons suites updated and install 
AZROC’s on the vessels. He retired 
from the service with a rank of Chief 
Warrant Offi cer, grade 4, weapons 
specialist with a secondary explosives 
specialty. Upon retiring, in the private 
sector he worked various local jobs 
and 10 years each at AT&T and Bank of 
America. Since then, he and his wife, Arlene, run a team of certifi ed therapy 
horses. These horses are part of animal therapy visits to various schools 
located throughout the Valley for autistic children, Foundation for Blind 
Children and day schools for older children and adults with developmental 
and physical disabilities. They have lived in Arizona for 31 years and currently 
reside in Apache Junction.

Glendle Lee Faulkinbury, Master 
Sergeant, USMC and Vietnam era 
veteran, served in the South Pacifi c, 
also acting as an MP for a while, and 
notably writing the white paper that 
changed all military prepositioning. 
He also worked as a recruitment 
offi cer in Phoenix, and still gets 
together annually with the Subic 
Bay Marines. He presently lives in 
Glendale, where his USMC themed 
truck can be spotted around town. Kristofer Lee served as a sergeant 

in the Marines August 2000-
July 2008. He lives in Surprise. 
Navy SEAL Marc Lee, brother, 
was KIA Aug. 2, 2006. Visit 
americasmightywarriors.org/
about-marc for information 
about a foundation created in his 
honor. The post offi ce at Bell and 
Parkview was dedicated the Marc 
Lee Memorial Post Offi ce Oct. 2, 
2021. 
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Troy Valdez, from Surprise, 
served proudly in the Navy 
as a Submariner Navigation 
Electronics Technician on the 
USS Montpelier from 2009 to 
2014. Troy's citations include 
Navy/MC Achievement Medal, 
Navy Expeditionary Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, 
GWOT Service Medal and the 
Armed Forces Service Medal. 
Troy graduated from Arizona 
State University with a degree 
in history and is now enjoying a 
career with Agave Home Loans 
as an operations specialist. 

Dr. John H. Knoles, Sun City West, 
United States Air Force, 1976-79. He 
served as a chaplain’s assistant. 
The 12th Air Force was based at 
Bergstrom AFB in Austin, Texas 
during those years and the base 
chapel was under the 67th Combat 
Support Group.
As a Chapel Management 
Personnel, he worked with some 
of the fi nest, most dedicated men 
and women in the world. One 
chaplain in particular, Chaplain (Lt. 
Col.) Bruce Barrett, was a special 
inspiration. He was available 
24/7 to all base personnel and 
counseled many post-Vietnam 
era Airmen with PTS, as well as 
those with family and marital 
challenges.

John S. Moroney-
Greensboro
USAF 1990-2015,
Payson High School 
graduate,
Susan Yarborough-
mother-Glendale,
Tim Yarborough-step 
father-Glendale.
John enlisted in 
November 1990 and 
entered into active 
service in April 1991 
and completed basic 
military training as 
an honor graduate 
before going on to 
Sheppard AFB, Texas where he completed the Production 
Control Apprentice Course. His fi rst assignment was as a 
customer service specialist, 8th CES, Kunsan AFB, Korea and 
that is where John met his wife, UnHui, and they have three 
children-Autumn, Abigail and Logan. John did two short 
tours in Iraq (Nov. 2007-May 2008 and October 2009-April 
2010). John retired as a Senior Master Sergeant and 
received numerous awards and decorations:
 • Defense Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf 
clusters.
 • Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters.
 • Air Force Commendation with two oak leaf clusters.
 • Air Force Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters.
 • Civil Engineer Squadron Airman of the Year(1994 and 
1995).
 • Promoted by Stripes for Exceptional Performers(1999).
 • 782nd Training Group’s Air Force Information Assurance 
Professional of the Year (2002).
 • Air Component Coordination Element Outstanding SNCO, 
Iraq (2009).
 • PACAF Civil Engineer Major General William D. Gilbert 
Award Winner (2010).

Dr. Martin Flamm, Sun City, was a commissioned offi cer in the 
Navy, a Lieutenant, assigned to the Third Medical Battalion 
of the Third Marine Division as a battalion fi eld surgeon in 
Vietnam in 1969. He is pictured above with one of his patients, 
a young amputee, at a civilian clinic run by the Marines in Dong 
Ha, a village abutting the DMZ. This was a welcome distraction 
from taking care of wounded Marines, which was his primary 
occupation.

John Richard (Rich) 
Bicket, of Sun City. 
Joined the U.S. Coast 
Guard in January 
1959, and received an 
honorable discharge 
as a veteran January 
1967. He suggests the 
Coast Guard to those 
who are comfortable 
with water and are 
good swimmers and 
like to learn numerous 
skills and abilities 
in different fi elds of 
watercraft,helicopters 
and rescue techniques. 
He was taught 
search and rescue 
at Glouchester, New 
Jersey; Atlantic City, 
New Jersey; Cape 
MAY, New Jersey,then 
helicopter rescue at 
Jacksonville Naval 
Air Base, in Florida, 
along with extensive 
weather, sea storm and 
SEA navigation.  Then 
customs  protection in 
New Orleans and New 
York Statton Island. He 
helped take Marines to 
Vietnam and brought 
back injured soldiers to 
hospitals in the U.S. A special parts of their job was the open appreciation of individuals and familys 
that they had a part in rescuing in dangerous and hazardous weather conditions.  After leaving U.S. 
Coast Guard, he kept fl ying his Beechcraft Bonanza throughout the Southwest U.S. as a regional 
director for the AIG Finantial Co. He was the past president of the largest Lions Club in St. Louis, 
Missouri where he and his wife, Pat, were from.  He was the past president for the American Yankee 
Grummond Pilots Association with 1,000 members worldwide.  He and his wife stay active at Grace 
Bible Church as he will reach 81 this January. They enjoy Sun City and are active with the American 
Legion Post 62 where they have many veteran friends and would encourage veterans moving here to 
visit the post along 99th Avenue near Peoria Avenue.

Valley vet honored 
for service

Arizona Governor Doug Ducey is-
sued Nov. 3 a proclamation naming 
that date as Veterans Brain Health 
Awareness Day, a day to encourage 
those serving and those who have 
served to be mindful of their brain 
health.  

In the past 20 years, in the Unit-
ed States, nearly 480,000 military 
personnel have suffered traumatic 
brain injuries, or TBI, with more than 
600,000 troops diagnosed with Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder, or PTSD.  

Jonathan Hancock is one of many 
veterans who suffered the effects of 
serving in war. Hancock will be hon-
ored for his service and his bravery 
at an upcoming Brain Injury Alliance 
event as the fi rst-ever “Outstanding 
Military Family and Veteran Advo-
cate.”

Hancock, a Valley veteran and the 
subject of the documentary, “Bas-
tards’ Road,” will accept the award 
Jan. 14, 2022, at the inaugural Braini-
ac Bash ... a Soiree to Support Brain 
Health. 

The award was announced near-
ly 20 years to the day after Hancock 
fi nished boot camp and began a ca-

reer in intelligence with the United 
States Marines. He would go on to 
be part of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Ma-
rine Regiment, based at Camp Pend-
leton. The infantry battalion, nick-
named the “Magnifi cent Bastards,” 
saw heavy casualties and urban war-
fare while Hancock was deployed in 
Iraq eight times. 

Dr. Dina Shacknai, the 2021 chair 
of the Brain Health Advisory Coun-
cil that is spearheading the Braini-
ac Bash, said the decision to honor 
Hancock because of his outstanding 
advocacy was an easy one.  

“Working through post-deploy-
ment brain health challenges like 
PTSD or TBI can be the part of the 
journey that military personnel and 
the families who love them are least 
prepared for,” said Dr. Shacknai. “The 

openness and honesty Jonathan ex-
udes in ‘Bastards’ Road’ advances 
the conversation around how we talk 
about and begin healing from com-
plex trauma and how it impacts the 
brain.”

Hancock, who went back to school 
and settled in Arizona with his wife, 
Tiffany, after filming “Bastards’ 
Road,” said he welcomes the oppor-
tunity to open the door for conversa-
tions around brain health challenges. 

Governor proclaims Nov. 3 Veterans 
Brain Health Awareness Day
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Salute 
to Veterans
Honoring our nation’s bravest 
for their service and sacrifi ce

Do you experience restless legs, leg heaviness, 
discomfort, swelling, tingling or cramping?

WE CAN HELP!

 

6750 W. Thunderbird Rd.,
Ste. B108 • Peoria

602-843-8317
(next to Union Coffee)

www.thunderbirdvein.com

Dr. Jordan Glenn, D.O.
Board Certifi ed Surgeon

THUNDERBIRD VEIN • 602-843-8317
With this coupon. Not valid with any other offer or prior purchases. Expires 11/30/2021

In-offi ce procedures • Non anesthesia risk 
Immediate return to normal activity

Covered by Medicare & most insurances • Clinical expertise 
On-site imaging • Experienced staff

BEFORE AFTER

FREE
compression stockings

one pair with consultation

COVID-19
SAFETY IS
OUR TOP
PRIORITY

NOW
TREATING
SPIDER 
VEINS

Patio Covers
Patio Enclosures • Patio Rescreens

Patio Covers • Rollup Shades

Arizona’s Best
Sunscreens

602-810-0700
Dean Matthies

Over 30 years experience

azbestscreens.com • azbestscreens@gmail.com • 
PORA Certified • ROC 246486 • bonded • insured

Mention This Ad
For A 

10% DISCOUNT

MIDWEST 
PATIO COVERS 

              L.L.C.

MIDWEST 
PATIO COVERS 

              L.L.C.

623-670-1856623-670-1856

Supporting 
All

Veterans & 
Military this

Veteran’s 
Day 2021!

 Design
 Array

623-915-7777 • makemydoor.com

God Bless the men & women 
who have served our country

Residential & Commercial License #ROC 161375

Please help us to make Thanksgiving truly special
for people facing hunger this holiday season

For Cash Donations go to our website: feedingaz.org
-OR-

Call Us Today at: 623-583-FOOD (3663)

Valley View Food Bank 
Thanksgiving Drive-Up 

Food Drive
Nov 1st - Nov 24th  

10771 W Peoria Avenue, Sun City
WE ARE IN URGENT NEED OF TURKEYS

AND OTHER SHELF STABLE
THANKSGIVING FOOD ITEMS

We Salute 
Our Veterans!

602-730-7003

Veteran 
Owned & Operated

5% OFF 
to 

All Veterans

At Least There’s One Fair 
And Honest Mechanic!

Complete Auto Repair for
Most Makes & Models

www.litchfieldauto.net

(623) 882-8700
671 N 137th Avenue, Suite 106, Goodyear

Thank you to all 
the men & women 
who have served 

our country

In appreciation to 
those who made the 

ultimate sacrifice and
the families who live

with their loss.
-from

awardrealty.com
800-895-8177

Purple Heart Chapter #691
Serving the Veteran’s Community!

Meeting Date: 
2nd Saturday

Sands Chevrolet 
Surprise 85388

Meeting Time: 
9:00 AM

http://691.mophaz.org

The American 
Legion  

Mary Ellen Piotrowski 
Post 94, Sun City West

Salutes All Veterans 
From All Wars & Conflicts!
Commander Jack Coyle

219-746-0360

Remembering Those Who 
Fought For Our Freedom

This Veterans Day,
We Honor Those Who 

Have Served!
Arizona Fire & Medical Authority

www.afma.az.gov
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